
Proper Maintenance of PFI-9D Fogger
Maintenance of PFI-9D

Written By: Ryan Russo
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INTRODUCTION

To ensure the best performance and longevity of the PFI-9D Fogger, it’s important to follow these
maintenance tips. Proper care will help prevent malfunctions and improve the quality of the output of
the machine.

Proper Maintenance of PFI-9D F… 2025-10-21[minor]v0.1Release:Guide ID: 3361 -

This document was generated on 2025-10-21 09:44:43 AM (MST).

© 2025 Page 2 of 7



Step 1 — Correct Fluid Use

Use only recommended smoke
fluid provided by Christie Lites.



The PFI-9D uses an external fluid
bottle. Insert the fluid inlet hose into
the external container.



The fluid inlet hose has an
adjustable depth nut. Loosen the
nut, slide to the desired length,
then tighten. Place the inlet tube
into the desired fluid bottle.



The external reservoir must be kept
filled above the filter of the dip tube
at all times; ensure the proper
amount of fluid is kept in the bottle
to prevent running the pump dry.


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Step 2 — Operating Considerations

Do not touch, place hands or
expose skin within 20” (50 cm) of
the discharge nozzle.



Allow sufficient air circulation
around the machine at all times.
Failure to do so may result in
condensation buildup on the
internal and external components.



The machine is capable of
producing thick, continuous fog. Do
not continue to produce fog when
visibility is reduced to 20” 50cm or
below.



Continuous output can trigger fire
alarms in certain circumstances.
Ensure there is a safety plan in
place to clear fog in case of an
emergency.


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Step 3 — Startup and Shutdown

Connect the PFI-9D to power, then
flip the power switch. The green
status indicator will begin to blink
indicating the unit is heating. The
heating process takes
approximately 12 minutes. When
the indicator is solid, the unit will be
ready to produce fog.



If using DMX, set the address to
your desired start address.
Depending on the age of your unit,
you may have either rotary
switches or a digital interface. They
are both set using the standard
"Hundreds Tens Ones" notation.
DMX operates on 2 channels, with
the first being output and the
second enabling AUX power output
for Eclipse/LSG carts.



If the fluid hose is empty, it may be
necessary to wait up to 60 seconds
for the unit to purge. Simply
operate the unit as normal to begin
the purge cycle; be aware that the
unit may not output continuously as
air bubbles enter the heating
element. It is recommended to
purge fully prior to show operation
to avoid gaps in output.


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To shut down, stop fog production
and allow the unit to cool for a few
minutes. Remove the fluid tube
from the external container; be
aware that fluid still in the hose
may leak once removed.



Step 4 — Regular Cleaning

External surfaces may be cleaned using mild soap and water. Do not allow water to drip into the
PFI-9D.



All hose fittings should be covered when not in use to prevent physical obstructions from entering
the system.



Step 5 — Troubleshooting

Ensure the DMX light is on when operating via DMX.

Units will heat for between 8-12 minutes. Check the status LED for details: Slow flashing
indicates "Not Ready, Heating". Fast flashing indicates "Ready, Heating" (partial output). Solid
indicates "Ready, Fully Heated" (max output).



If the power switch is illuminated but the Status LEDs do not turn on, it is indicative of the internal
thermal trip or a blown PCB.



If the unit does not have proper airflow, the fogger can overheat and trip an internal thermal cutoff,
which in some cases can be reset. The fogger should only be opened at the direction of Technical
Support.


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Step 6 — Contacting Technical Support

If the above steps have not worked,
contact Christie Lites Technical
Support. Please have the Christie
Lites barcode ready for each unit
that you are calling about.


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